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these also ; 'but that was, perhaps, because they did not
understand the danger we were in. The place had
been selected because of its affording shelter from the
wind; but when, after the crack occurred, I examined
it closely, I saw quite clearly that we had been sitting
between the lips of a crevasse which had got blocked
up with rocks, and that the place was eminently an
unsafe one.

Our Losar bigarrls had a story about the rocks on
this glacier having been owing to the fall of a moun-
tain-peak which had formerly existed in the immediate
neighbourhood. Very possibly there may have been a
land-slip of the kind ; but the coolies varied in their
legend about the fall of the peak, some saying that it
occurred two generations, and others twelve years, ago.
When questioned on the subject, they acknowledged
that the glacier must move, because every summer
they had to find a new path across it, and had to erect
fresh marks in order to indicate the way. There are
so many crumbling peaks and precipices about the
great fountains of this glacier, that there is no absolute
need for the theory or legend of the Losar people to
explain its covered condition. This glacier clearly
arose from a number of large glaciers meeting in a
great valley above, filling that up, and then pushing
themselves over its rim in one great ice-stream down
to the river; and the crumbling precipices and peaks
around were quite Sufficient to supply the rocks we
saw below. So compact had the covering got, that in
some places I observed grass and flowers growing on
this glacier. Coleridge has sung of the " living flowers
that skirt the eternal frost," but here the flowers were
blooming on the eternal frost itself.

But to return to Ijie Shigri valley: my second camp-
ing-place there was destitute of wood ; but it was very
grassy and sheltered. The bigarris had the advantage